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Gayle MacDONALD

“OUR BUSINESS IS GROWING”

GAYLE MacDONALD

ur slogan has
Onever been
more true!  For
the spring of 2011, this

describes G-Mac’s as well
as Agriculture in West
Central Saskatchewan.

I want to extend my
sincere thanks to each
of our staff members at
G-Mac’s. Their dedication
to their jobs and to our
customers is noticed &
appreciated. They were
available, capable & cordial
even though the demands
this spring required them
to work many extended
hours.

We came through
our first spring at our
newest location in Elrose
in fine form. We are very
excited about being part of such a vibrant & welcoming
community.

We have ourlab in Kindersley in full swing, managed
by our Plant Pathologist Bennie Dunhin. This helps to
support and answer many questions that are presented
to our Agronomy team. We had Plexiglas growth boxes
designed by our Plenty team, made at Kindersley Glass.
With these, we are able to observe what happens both
below & above the surface.

G-Mac’s offers a $500.00 scholarship to a grade
12 graduating student at each of our locations who
is pursuing a post-secondary career in the field of
Agriculture or Environmental Studies. Unfortunately, we
had no qualifying students in either Kindersley or Elrose,
but we look forward to encouraging more students to
enter into this exciting industry. We were very pleased to
present 4 scholarships this year:

Eatonia - Michael Theaker

Leader - Taylor Heck
Marengo - Jesse Bond
Plenty - Sara Greschner

The conditions this spring have translated into a very
solid beginning of a bumper crop; that’s something we
want to provide our customers with every opportunity
to achieve. We will continue to help grow the bottom line
for each of you, after all

“Our business is growing”

Thanks for your business.

Gayle MacDonald, President
G-Mac’s AgTeam Inc.
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CONTROLLING PERENNIAL WEEDS:

TIMING AND PRODUCTS

TANNER McCULLOUGH

ach year it seems that there are
Ealways one or two fields that we

come across that have persistent,
perennial weeds. Now is not the time
to expect to have the best control of
Dandelions, Canada Thistle, Scentless
Chamomile or Perennial Sow-thistle.
There are some excellent chemical
products that will give us good control in-
crop but might not kill them completely.
There are other alternatives that can be
used.

The best time to expect strong
promising results is in the fall when these perennial weeds
are thriving and taking in nutrients to make sure they
have enough energy stored to winter over. With that in
mind a post harvest application using a combination of
Glyphosate, 2-4,D, Dicamba and MCPA for example, the
weeds that are actively growing will take in this herbicide.
The herbicide will enter into the plant and move down
through the roots shutting down any growing points from
searching for any more nutrients.

Some Canada thistle patches that are within a 10m
radius of each other all will likely have conjoining roots to

Tanner McCULLOUGH

one another. This is called creeping roots
(creeping Perennials) & this is the reason
why it is so tough to kill these plants.
Also the roots will have the ability to go
down 6 to 10 feet deep depending on
how many growing seasons they have
been through.

Applying glyphosate to lentils was
a common practice last year, however,
this caused marketing problems due
to residue. The European Union, a
major buyer of Canadian lentils, has
a significantly lower tolerance for
glyphosate residual than Canada or other trading partners.
The EU’s tolerance for glyphosate in lentils is 0.1 parts
per million, well below Canada’s maximum residue limit
(MRL) of 4 ppm and the U.S. limit of 5 ppm. The potential
of making your lentils crop un-marketable, therefore worth
very little, is NOT worth the risk in the 2011 growing
season. Here a post harvest application would be needed.

In conclusion a post harvest application can or
sometimes has been overlooked, but if Perennial weeds
are a problem in your fields, the fall is the most opportune
time to control these.
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NEW TECHNOLOGY
INCORPORATED WITH
AGRONOMY PROGRAM

BENNIE DUNHIN

Bennie DUNHIN

r Agronomy team hit the
ields hard this past spring
/" with scouting and helping
our producers to make the best
informed decisions. Agri-Data has
been a very good software partner
and has enabled our team to keep
our customers up to date on field
scouts. This also gives our customers
online access to real time reports
of scouting, recommendations and
profitability.

We saw the need for our team
to use iPads for this scouting process
so that reports could be created in
the field, also giving us the ability
to add photos to these reports.
Any questions regarding the scout
can be transmitted immediately
throughout our agronomic network,
thus confirming the diagnosis. This
way our producer can have peace of
mind that recommendations were
done correctly. In the future we will
have the ability to even track the
route of the agronomist through the
field which will add reassurance to
our customer that the field scout was
done thoroughly.

We wish to extend our sincere
thanks to DOW AgroScience for
sponsoring our Agronomy team by
participating in the cost of the Ipads.
This technology will help us to be
more efficient in our goal to increase
our customers’ profitability!
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SOLUTION™

(//ﬁM Dow AgroSciences

THE NEXERA™ CANOLA

HYBRID EXPLOSION.

HEALTHIER YIELDS
BY THE BUSHEL. EVEN MORE PROFIT
BY THE BOTTLE.
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A NEXERA™ CANOLA

NOW THE PROFIT IS REALLY FLOWING — WITH OUR HYBRIDS
NEW ROUNDUP READY" HYBRID VARIETIES Plandn‘g

Now! - o
Our high-yielding hybrids are here. And they’re backed by healthier agronomic Omega-9 Oils
performance, even healthier demand from our customers, plus a Healthier Profit

Guarantee. Over a million new acres of Nexera canola are needed to satisfy the

growing trend to heart-healthy Omega-9 Oils. So take advantage of this profitable

canola opportunity. Talk to your local crusher. And contract today. :;E Nexera'm
C A N O L A

Accomplish even more. With Nexera canola hybrids. Call our Solutions Center wam
at 1.800.667.3852. Or visit healthierprofits.ca.
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Janelle MacDONALD

T AGROW - |

SOIL CARE SYSTEMS INTERNATIONAL PTY. LTD. A

IMPROVED YIELDS
& HEALTHIER SOIL

In

FREE DVD

Call now for a FREE DVD on the benefits of the
Agrowplow and Agrowdrill sustainable soil care

system.

PHONE 463-4622
www.gmacsagteam.ca

QUALITY OF SPRAY WATER

JANELLE MacDONALD

water is necessary to keep our machines functioning

properly, we rarely discuss the quality of the spray
water. There are lots of factors that affect the quality of the
water; namely pH, Hardness, and Electric Conductivity
(EC).

The pH has the most effect of these three on the quality
of the pesticide. pH is fairly simple, the scale ranges from
0-14, and a pH of 7.0 is neutral. The lower the number, the
more acidic the solution, and the higher the number, the more
alkaline the solution. Most of the common pesticides are
susceptible to alkaline hydrolysis in spray solutions, which
means thata measurableamount of the pesticide decomposes

Q Ithough we understand that cleanliness of spray

An illustration of a
compaction roller
symbolizing the soil
compaction caused 4

by every day
farming activities.

and versatilty - using lechmques from zero tillage
systems, for summer crops, cereals, legumes,
oil seeds and peslure renovation.

RECTIFYING SOIL
COMPACTION

Step 1: Break up compacted soils,
hard pans, clay pans, tillage pans and
impenetrable barriers with an Agrowplow

subsoiler.

Step 2: Re-establish plants with strong,
deep root systems to rebuild and hold
the soil structure, bulk and porosity in a
healthier state - preferably using direct
drilling or minmum tillage techniques.

Leading the way to
prosperity through

soil care.

For more information please visit us at
www.agrowplow.com
(403) 946-5300

and traffic in wet soils.

i d

Step 3: Use farming practices which
minimize soil cultivation, soil inversion

AGROWPLOW

to an inactive form if the spray solution is alkaline. All crop
amendments including foliar micronutrients, insecticides,
herbicides and fungicides are affected to some degree, and
some pesticides, such as glyphosate, Paraquat (Reglone)
or dicamba (Banvel) will start hydrolysis at as low as pH
5. This is an issue in our entire trade area, as we typically
have water-well and dugout water pH’s ranging from 7-8.5.
For the most part, a pH range of 4-6 is ideal and is the most
effective unless the mixture contains copper, lime, or lime
sulfur.

The second main factor influencing spray water quality
is water hardness. The hardness of water is determined by the
amount of calcium, magnesium, and iron present. Hardness
is known to reduce the efficacy of chemicals
such as Glyphosate or 2,4-D amine, because
the salt basis in both chemicals will bind to
the calcium and magnesium molecules.

This issue is relatively new on the radar,
and there is more and more research and
information becoming available on it. The
cost of amending your spray water is next
to nothing to improve efficacy as much as it
does; products like pHix or BB5 are options
to lower the pH and slightly reduce the
hardness of the water. If pH is less of an
issue but you still have lots of Calcium or
Magnesium, adding some ammonium sulfate
to the tank will make your chemical more
available. By ensuring that your chemical
is 100% available, you will get a better kill,
and will have fewer weed resistance issues
building up. For a complete list of known
chemicals that are affected by quality of spray
water, to discuss spray water amendments, or
to get your spray water tested, visit your local
G-Mac’s retail.
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